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Naples Zoo Celebrates National Zoo Keeper Week  
Guests Enjoy Record Number of Activities During Summer of Wild Fun 
 
 

Naples, FL – In recognition of the dedication of zoo keepers and aquarists, the American Association of 

Zoo Keepers (AAZK) and zoos and aquariums across the nation celebrate National Zoo Keeper Week July 

19-25, 2009. Locally, Naples Zoo invites everyone to come meet their professional zoo keepers and learn 

how they care for rare and dangerous wildlife. And this summer, there are more opportunities to do that 

than ever before. While many zoos reduce or even stop shows in the slower months, Naples Zoo is 

offering a record number of activities including seven daily presentations of the Meet the Keeper Series 

featuring everything from the white tiger and new black bears to the fosas and lions.  
 

“We’re much more than a walk-thru experience,” explains Zoo Director David Tetzlaff. “This summer, our 

guests have twelve scheduled wildlife activities each day in addition to the cruises.   That means our 

animal care professionals are interacting with visitors all day long to create moments of discovery that 

can last a  lifetime.” In addition to shows where guests can meet keepers, the Zoo is offering Lions, 

Tigers, and Bears ’09 featuring one-year-old South African lion cubs, a white tiger (thru Labor Day only), 

and the new black bears.  
 

National Zoo Keeper Week is designed to help increase public awareness about the need to conserve our 

precious habitats and the animals which inhabit them and to recognize the roles that zoo keepers play in 

animal conservation and education.  “Zookeepers serve as animal care experts, frontline educators, and 

conservationists,” said Shane Good, President of the American Association of Zoo Keepers, Inc.   “We are 

proud to have zoo keepers recognized for the important work they do on behalf of wildlife and 

conservation.”  There are approximately 6,000 animal care professionals in the United States.  
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Naples Zoo is an institutional member of the AAZK. The mission of AAZK is to advance excellence in the 

zoo keeping profession, foster effective communication beneficial to animal care, support deserving 

conservation projects, and promote the preservation of our natural resources and animal life.  For more 

information, visit www.aazk.org.  

  

Naples Zoo is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization cooperating in conservation programs both in and 

outside the wild for endangered species.  Daily presentations include hand feeding at Alligator Bay, Meet 

the Keeper Series, Snake Sunbathing, along with two premiere presentations: Planet Predator and 

Serpents: Fangs & Fiction. Both of these feature shows take place in the Safari Canyon Theater where 

guests see live animals from feline predators to venomous snakes along with exciting video footage. And 

one of the zoo’s most popular activities is the Primate Expedition Cruise where guests embark on a 

guided cruise through islands inhabited by monkeys, lemurs, and apes.  

 

The all day pay-one-price ticket includes admission to both the nationally accredited zoo and historic 

garden along with all shows, botanical tours (offered on Sundays), exhibits, and the boat ride.  ($19.95 

adults age 13+/ $11.95 children 3 to 12, under 3 free. Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied 

by an adult at least 18 years of age). Zoo memberships and discount tickets are also available online 

at www.napleszoo.org. Visitors enjoy healthy meals at the SUBWAY® Cafe and shop for wild gifts at 

tame prices in The ZOO Gift Shop. Naples Zoo welcomes guests daily from 9:00 to 5:00 with the last ticket 

sold at 4:00 and is located at 1590 Goodlette-Frank Road across from the Coastland Center mall in the 

heart of Naples.  To learn more, click www.napleszoo.org or call (239) 262-5409 or follow the Zoo at 

www.twitter.com/NaplesZoo.  
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