














Guests have the opportunity to observe the
alligators being hand-fed from the beach
 during the regularly scheduled feedings.

Alligator Bay Feeding
Giant reptiles eating in a natural  environment

Venturing onto the main walking trail, guests stroll beneath the 
joined canopy of tropical trees. Coconut palms and a host of 
other species surround the acres of sun sparkled waters of 
Alligator Bay.  As guests look more past the trees and colorful 
plants, giant reptiles come into view. 

The waters are home to a select number of gators allowing 
Alligator Bay to offer guests a look at how alligators are 
naturally seen here and there in the wilds of the southeastern 
United States -- gliding through the waters or sunning on the 
banks and islands.  
  

With over one million alligators sharing the state, learning more 
about these popular creatures is the focus of Alligator Bay. 
Alongside the bay, a series of interpretive graphics dispel some 
of the myths of alligator lore.    

During the feedings, lecturers inform about the habits of these 
creatures while hand-feeding them. Guests appreciate the 
hidden strength of the alligator when the normally placid 
reptiles power through the water to satisfy their appetite. 
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A Future for Wildlife
Close to Home
Naples Zoo’s mission is to delight guests with the natural 
world to inspire the conservation of our planet's wild areas 
and their wondrous inhabitants.  The Naples Zoo 
Conservation Fund has a long tradition of conservation 
action including supporting tiger research in Asia, aiding 
conservation education in Madagascar, and reforestation 
projects in Brazil.  In 2007, Naples Zoo became one of the 
first few zoos in the country to initiate a 25¢ conservation 
fee with each paid admission.  

Like other AZA accredited institutions, Naples Zoo 
participates in Species Survival Plans and other programs 
for its animals - from Malayan tigers to Louisiana pine 
snakes. The zoo is a member of the International Species 
Information System, a worldwide database of two million 
animals. Naples Zoo is also funding the Zoological 
Information Management System, the next generation of 
the planet’s most comprehensive system in animal care. 
 

Around the World
Naples Zoo also supports efforts in countries around the 
world.  In the Americas, the zoo supports a wide spectrum 
of projects for ocelots through membership in the 
Brazilian Ocelot Consortium.  Just off the African continent, 
the zoo is also a managing member of the Madagascar 
Fauna Group to support reintroduction efforts for lemurs 
as well as forestry projects on the island nation for which 
the zoo won an award in international conservation. 

And in Asia and mainland Africa, the zoo helps fund work 
with tigers through the Wildlife Conservation Society and 
the Desert Lion Project. The zoo also makes annual 
donations to the AZA’s Conservation Endowment Fund 
and other effective groups.   
  

More Opportunities for Guests
Of course, none of this would be possible without our 
guests. As a private zoo, all donations of time and money 
are made possible by zoo visitors.  And because zoo guests 
are more knowledgeable and interested in conservation 
than most people, the zoo provides additional ways for 
them to increase their impact in making our world a better 
place. The zoo’s free membership pamphlet highlights 
wise choices everyone can make.  Special topics are 
highlighted in shows and graphics such as coffee and 
backyard landscaping choices that help conserve wildlife.

 

Zoo guests enjoy rich tasting, shade-grown coffee  
that helps migratory birds and the world’s poor. 

Desert lions monitored
by remote cameras

Free consumer guide
on the best seafood.

Posters, lambas, & stickers
 to help Malagasy wildlife.

Audience in Peru learning
in a zoo funded program.



Botanical Gardens & Native Wildlife
A True Zoological Garden
Guests to Naples Zoo observe exotic animals surrounded by the 
beauty of mature trees and exquisite plants within the historic 
garden. As the botanical collection was planted in 1919 - fifty years 
before the animals arrived -- the exhibits were designed to maximize 
the area for the animals around decades old trees. Because of this 
special need to conserve space, guests are very close to the animals 
-- often just three or four steps away!  The Tropical Plant Trek, a 20 
to 30 minute tour through part of the garden, is offered on Sundays.  
The Zoo’s botanist Dr. Jan Abernathie guides the tour. Abernathie 
worked in the garden during 1950s and rejoined in the 1990s.

A Haven for Native Wildlife
Guests can also visit the zoo’s Backyard Wildlife Habitat™, a 
dedicated space for native species certified by the National 
Wildlife Federation. The habitat also provides inspiring ideas 
and information for zoo guests in creating their own habitats. 
Throughout the garden, guests observe native birds including a 
large seasonal rookery of wading birds on the islands and 
surrounding trees of Alligator Bay.

Florida’s Endangered Panthers
Inside Panther Glade, guests view America's majestic large cat 
through glass panels. At this cooperative exhibit with the National 
Wildlife Federation, guests learn how America’s panthers faced the 
same problems as Asia's tigers over the past century. Known today 
as Florida panthers, these shy cats once roamed throughout the 
Southeast. Today, less than 100 of these cats remain in southern 
Florida. Guests can also test themselves on the flip-up "True or 
False" graphics and view photos of wild panthers.  Children create 
stories in the sand using panther footprints cast from tracks left by 
the actual panthers living just outside Naples. Best of all, you have 
the opportunity to help save this endangered mammal by 
supporting the Friends of the Florida Panther Refuge or the 
National Wildlife Federation with materials available at the exhibit. 

 

Florida’s state butterfly, the zebra longwing, 
enjoying the Backyard Wildlife Habitat™ 



RainForest Grove with its giant ficus trees & The Pavilion
by the Safari Canyon Theater offer a wild atmosphere.

Wild Group Events
Evening Functions  �  Company Picnics  �  Weddings   
New Product Launches  �  Bus Tours  �  Fundraisers

Groups can venture into the jungle without 
leaving the city at Naples Zoo.  Whether for 
a day or evening function, they can enjoy 
all the amenities of the garden and zoo.  
And for evening events, groups can have 
the zoo all to themselves!  

In addition to an exotic dining location, the 
zoo can arrange custom presentations with 
live animals, animal encounters with 
professional zoo keepers, private cruises 
through islands of monkeys, and more.  
Events range from khaki casual beneath 
the canopy of giant trees up to black tie 
and silver service affairs in luxury tents. The 
zoo has hosted groups from a few dozen to 
over five hundred. 

For those desiring an exotic locale for a 
multimedia presentation, the Safari Canyon 
open-air theater offers a natural rockwork 
backdrop complete with video displays 
built into the rockwork and suspended in 
the seating area.

Night Eyes Tours offer up to 20 participants 
a peak into the nocturnal habits of rare 
creatures. With their own personal night 
vision scope, guests can see what's moving 
in the complete darkness. Tours are guided 
by Naples Zoo Director David Tetzlaff and 
features stories around the campfire, 
behind-the-scenes moments, and wild 
animal encounters.  

In addition to the zoo's educational 
presentations and conserving animals 
outside the wild, the zoo helps fund 
international conservation. And back in 
2003 even with a lowering of group fees, 
the zoo began donating 5% of the zoo's 
fee from all evening events to conservation 
projects in the wild. The Zoo also plants 
one tree in Africa, Asia, or the Americas for 
each guest at a group event.





 

Dr. Henry Nehrling 

The Founding of the Gardens
The story of Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens begins with 
botanist Dr. Henry Nehrling. An early conservationist, Nehrling 
wrote in 1904, "It is high time to protect and preserve what is still 
left in Florida." He first acquired the Naples site in 1919 to avoid a 
repetition of the disastrous freeze to his plant collection in central 
Florida in 1917. At that time, what is now downtown Naples was 
wild Florida. So much so, that he stated, "In my 66th year, I again 
became a pioneer of the wilderness." His hard work allowed him 
to say in 1925, "My garden, containing about 3,000 species of 
tropical plants, is a constant source of intense pleasure and 
delight." 

His new home, one of the earliest plant collections in Florida, 
occupied the northern acreage of the present day site . Many of 
his plantings provided the inspiration for current endeavors. Dr. 
David Fairchild, the veteran plant explorer associated with 
Fairchild Tropical Gardens, wrote of Nehrling, "He was always a 
naturalist at heart . . . a great plantsman of the type so rare that 
one can hope to meet only a few, even in a long life of travel." 

Leading scientists and environmentalists of the day consulted 
with the keenly observant botanist about his work during their 
visits to his two gardens. Nehrling's guests included the likes of 
Theodore Roosevelt, nature writer John Burroughs, horticulturist 
Liberty Hyde Bailey, pioneer naturalist Charles Torrey Simpson, 
botanist David Fairchild, and famed inventor Thomas Edison. 
During his work for the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant 

Introduction to the U.S. Bureau of Plant Industry, Nehrling introduced over 300 new and beneficial plants to the 
United States including the colorful and immensely popular caladium. Dr. Whitmer Stone of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences at Philadelphia said of him, "A typical German professor of the old school, of courtly manner 
and enthusiastically absorbed in his work, he made a host of warm friends and was pleased as a child when 
visitors admired his garden." 

Following his death in 1929, however, more than twenty years were to pass before his garden was admired 
again. Of Nehrling himself, David Fairchild reflected, "The wildlife is passing. Man is destroying it. Dr. Nehrling 
loved it and taught thousands to follow his lead." 

Indeed, although he received some recognition in his lifetime including 
the Meyer Medal for service in the introduction of plants to the United 
States, the far reaching work of Dr. Nehrling is continuing to receive even 
more attention into the present time including the "Plant Protection 
Award of Eminence" and "Honor Roll of Eminence" awarded by the 
Florida Department of Agriculture just before the turn of the millenium.  
His extensive writings are maintained at Rollins College in Florida.  

Two of his books were reprinted by University Press of Florida and edited 
by the late Dr. Robert W. Read, a Smithsonian Institute botanist: Nehrling’s 
Plants, People, and Places in Early Florida and Nehrling’s Early Florida 
Gardens. And in 2008, his surviving trees were designated historic.
 



 

Julius Fleischmann 

A Garden Restored 
 

The story of Nehrling's tropical garden resumes in 1946 during lunch at the 
Naples Hotel. Julius Fleischmann of Cincinnati, Ohio arrived in town to soon 
change the vision of Naples. His grandfather established Fleischmann Yeast 
that eventually became Standard Brands.  
 
Along with entrepreneurial success, the Fleischmanns also had a history of 
cultural contributions. One of Julius' contemporaries in Naples stated he "was 
active in the family business, but his interests were divergent and included 
publishing, ownership in several hotels, theatrical production, director and 
president of the Ballet Russe in Monte Carlo, and he was one of the most 
renowned yachtsmen in the world."  
 
A Yale graduate, Fleischmann had sailed the Pacific in the 1930s on a 
commission to survey plants of the South Seas for the United States 
Department of Agriculture. During that trip, Fleischmann was also 
documenting previously uncharted waters. Those charts proved very useful 
for the military during World War II. He also collected many artifacts currently 
held by the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History.  Fleischmann also served in 
the Navy during both World Wars. 
 
By the early 1950s, he had begun constructing buildings along present day 
3rd Street. In 1952, after choosing a dedicated staff, Fleischmann set about the 
immense restoration of Nehrling's garden. Clearing a trail through the 
gardens, removing years of debris, nurturing old plantings, digging lakes and 
planting a multitude of new species, Fleischmann created a showplace for his 
guests to see the almost forgotten dream of 1919.  By 1954, complete with an 
array of tropical birds, the garden was ready to delight guests once again and 
now under the name Caribbean Gardens.  
 
Naples itself was still in its infancy.  Some early brochures like the one pictured 
to the left describe the garden's location as just 2 miles north of Naples.  And 
from the aerial photograph below of the large sign on US 41, you can see the 
wilderness that once existed in what is now the center of town.  
 
Fleischmann continued to build his dream until his death in 1968 when a 
wilder vision for his Caribbean Gardens would begin.  
 

 



 
Larry with Weissmuller

Nancy Jane with python

David with copperhead 

Larry on Cleveland TV

The Garden Grows Wild
A vacation in 1967 initiated the next era for the historic garden. Lawrence and 
Nancy Jane Tetzlaff, expedition leaders and zoo operators known as Jungle 
Larry™ and Safari Jane™, visited Fleischmann’s Caribbean Gardens. Larry 
Tetzlaff had taken his childhood interest in animals and built it into a lifelong 
mission. Following the publication of one of his scientific papers while still in 
college, Tetzlaff was offered a job by the famed animal collector Frank Buck. In 
those early years, Tetzlaff’s experiences ranged from doing stunt work for 
Johnny Weissmuller in the Tarzan films to milking venomous snakes to make 
medicine for soldiers in WWII. After the war, Tetzlaff returned to the Midwest to 
communicate his knowledge of the animal kingdom. Audiences from school 
children to supreme court justices listened to his message of conservation. 

During this time, Nancy Jane joined him not only as wife but also as partner. 
Together they traversed both lush Amazonian rainforest and dusty African 
roads. Larry recorded cultures and the animal life on motion picture film while 
Nancy documented with still photography. Back home in the states, they 
shared these wonders in person and on television. Combining film footage 
and living animals, the Tetzlaffs taught many to appreciate the earth’s diversity 
with Larry's often repeated phrase: "Conservation is the name of the game." 
Their early programs also included domestic concerns like their mid-1960s 
program called "The Vanishing Everglades." 

In 1964, they began a zoo within Ohio's Cedar Point theme park and 
entertained and educated over a million guests a season.  But the Tetzlaffs also 
wanted a warm winter home so the animals could be outside year round. 
During that vacation in 1967, the Tetzlaff family fell in love with Caribbean 
Gardens. After Fleischmann's death in 1968, the Tetzlaffs were contacted about 
the gardens. Surveying the grounds, however, they faced the challenge of 
creating large animal exhibits within an established botanical garden. With a 
preservation ethic, all was accomplished with the removal of only one 
botanical specimen: a common pine tree.  And on September 1, 1969, a wide 
range of the world's animals greeted the gardens' guests for the first time. 

Although Larry Tetzlaff passed away in 1984, Nancy Jane Tetzlaff, her sons, and 
staff continued Larry's vision. Over the years, Naples Zoo has celebrated many 
rare births. A fresh era began in the early 1990s with the introduction of the 
Primate Expedition Cruise. This was followed by a series of new exhibits 
including African Oasis, Alligator Bay, Tiger Forest, and Panther Glade along with 
the remodeling or replacement of every other exhibit.   Presentations also 
began anew with the 1997 construction of the Safari Canyon open-air theater 
-- enabling a technologically updated version of what Larry & Nancy did years 
ago with their films and live animals. The concept and production of the new 
show was a collaboration of the Tetzlaff’s two sons, David and Tim Tetzlaff. 

Today, Naples Zoo is a nonprofit organization and is one of the top 10% of the 
nation's zoos by accredited by the prestigious Association of Zoos and 
Aquairums. And the zoo continues true to its conservation heritage as it 
expands its role in international conservation. As Columbus Zoo director Jack 
Hanna once put it, "When you think of Jungle Larry, you think of a man and his 
family who literally dedicated their lives to exotic creatures of the earth.”






